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CURRENT REALITY OF MANY CHURCHES

The outside world is constantly changing. But the church is 
slow in adjusting to the outside cultural changes.



WHAT THEY’RE SAYING

We used to have two hundred kids in Sunday school. 
Today it is about sixty. 



WHAT THEY’RE REALLY ASKING

How do we convince parents with kids in soccer, band, 
tennis, and baseball to consider us? 



WHAT THEY’RE SAYING

Families attend our events like Trunk or Treat, BBQ’s, and 
Back to School Activities but they don’t come to church.



WHAT THEY DON’T ACKNOWLEDGE

Our church has no clue how to 
connect with people moving into our community. 
We don't know them, and they don't know us. 



WHAT THEY’RE SAYING

We don't have many younger families. To make matters 
worse, a lot of us are growing older and are dying off. 



WHAT THEY FEAR
(BUT WON’T ADMIT)

If we don't figure out how to do ministry in this new world 
of ours, it is just a matter of time before we close our 

doors. 



The church is no longer the cultural center of the universe.

How can the church engage in work that helps it adapt to 
the cultural changes outside its walls?

A PATH IS NEEDED



CLEARING A PATH

The first step begins with taking a deep dive into the church’s past to
DISCERN its stories to determine what it has done best. It asks: Why
would or do we…?

The next step is to imagine how the stories of the past that help the 
church DREAM of stories for the God’s perferred future unique to the 
church. It asks: What if we…?

The final step is to DEVELOP a plan of action for practices.
It asks: How do we…?



WALKING THE PATH

Moving people from connect points of engagement to the goal of living in 
a new way

WORSHIP
SERVE (OUTREACH)
GROW (DISCIPLESHIP)
GIVE (STEWARDSHIP)
IMPACT (EVANGELISM)



SERVES inside and outside the church walls;

Grows through PRAYER

Invests their time, talent and financial GIFTS

Demonstrates a faithful WITNESS to others of what it means to follow
Jesus

Gives attention to God’s PRESENCE by participating in worship

THE GOAL OF PATH
IS A DISCIPLE WHO…





Coming Summer of  
2020

DISCIPLESHIP PATH
GUIDING CONGREGATIONS TO 
CONNECT PEOPLE WITH JESUS



90-DAY CHALLENGE

TAKE THE
Interested in 
going deeper?
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